
REOPENING OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

 
Phillip Fox – Supt.    Tiffany Carver - Teacher 

Matt Rayl – HS Prin.    Lydia Shiflett - Parent 

Jen Dyer – Elem. Prin.    Amy Axtell - Parent 

Gene Schreffler – Community Member  Grace Larson - Student 

Shelly Searcy – Community Member 

 

(This plan will be reviewed every six months by this committee)   

 

 

2021-22 School Year 

COVID Procedures 

 

The purpose of this plan is to create the safest return to classroom instruction for students of the 

Grundy R-V School District.  The experience that was gained from COVID-19 in the spring of 2021 

will help guide us and our decisions for the school year of 2021-22.  Working in partnership with 

the Grundy County Health Department, this plan focuses on how our district intends to educate 

students as normal as possible, with additional safety guidelines.  Therefore, this plan takes many 

aspects into account to make our district and students as safe as possible.  This plan is not inclusive 

of everything possible as COVID-19 has been unpredictable and guidance has been ever changing, 

therefore this plan may need altering as the school year unfolds. 

 

Attendance 

 Attendance remains important for students, however incentives for perfect attendance will not be 

used this year.  It is much more important to stay home when sick to prevent disease 

transmission.  

 Attendance policies will be modified to account for COVID related absences. 

Academic Instruction 

 The 2021-22 school year will start with in-person classes on August 24th.   

 Elementary and High School students will follow a typical class schedule during the day. 

 Elementary students will receive instruction in “specials” (Music, Media/Library, Art, and 

PE/Health).  Instruction and location may be modified, for example, the teachers will go to the 

students for specials or in the case of PE, outside activities will be used whenever possible.   

 HS physical education classes may not have access to locker rooms.   

 HS courses in Art, Music, PE, etc. will be taught with needed modifications. 

 Elementary students/teachers will remain with their class (stable group) as much as possible. 

 If needed, distance learning will be primarily virtual or computer based.   

 Grading practices will be consistent with prior school years (normal grading) should the district 

be required to move into a virtual instruction mode.   

 Students will not be able to share materials, such as crayons, scissors, pencils, etc.  Should there 

be a time where materials have to be shared, those materials will be cleaned prior to being used 

by another student. 

 In the event the school transitions into a virtual setting, attendance in virtual instruction will be 

required and students will be required to adhere to set schedules and completion of assignments 

created by the classroom teacher. 



 Special Education students: Students, who have IEPs as part of their regular instruction, will 

have an Alternative Delivery Plan prepared within each individual’s IEP. Form G of the IEP will 

outline how each student will be instructed incase a secession of classes occurs due to a Covid 19 

outbreak. Form G will allow the special education and classroom staff to better serve the needs of 

the IEP student. This support provided should allow all students to be successful in their 

individual classes. 

 

 

 

Transportation 

 Students are encouraged to drive, walk, or get dropped off when arriving and leaving school. 

 Since social distancing will not be possible on the bus, masks will be required for drivers and 

riders. 

 All students will have assigned seats on the bus.  Families will be seated together. 

 Students will only be allowed to ride on one bus route. 

 Non route riders will not be allowed to ride the bus.  

 Students will use hand sanitizer when loading and unloading the bus. 

 Seats will be cleaned after each route. 

Parking 

 The north student parking lot will be closed to everyone except vo-tech students. They will meet 

the bus in that lot. All other students will park in the lot east of the old gym and enter the school 

thru the front doors.  

Food Service 

 Breakfast will be served in the cafeteria. Elementary students will have seats assigned at tables by 

grade. 

 The district will add one more lunch shift at the HS, add extra eating locations or more tables for 

lunch, or a combination of alternatives. 

 All shifts will have staggered release times to prevent long lines of students waiting to be served.   

 Student groups will have assigned seating and spaced at cafeteria tables to the extent possible. 

 No sharing of utensils, food, napkin holders, etc.  

 No use of self-serve items such as ketchup, mustard, etc., packets will be used. 

 No student access to microwaves.  

 Food Service staff will wear mask when serving and follow food prep guidelines.  

 Tables will be cleaned after each shift. 

Recess/Physical Activity 

 Recess and PE will be grouped by grade level.  

 Playground equipment and recess materials will routinely be cleaned or each class will have their 

own balls, jump ropes, etc. to use.  

 Activities will promote distancing as much as possible and non-touching games will be 

encouraged. 

 

 

 



Classrooms 

 Desks/chairs will be spaced 6 ft apart, or as close to 6 ft as possible.  

 Any items that students will share such as supplies, computers, equipment, etc. will be cleaned 

after each use. 

 Distancing will be practiced as much as possible.   

 Classrooms, desks, etc. will be cleaned hourly in the HS and as frequently as possible in the 

elementary. 

 Frequent handwashing and sanitizing will be promoted and incorporated whenever possible.  

 HS students are to wear mask when transitioning classes, at lockers, when not able to social 

distance, etc. This may include certain classroom situations. 

 Elementary students will not be required to wear masks unless requested by parent or guardian.  

 Two masks will be provided by the school for all students and staff members. 

 Teachers and staff are encouraged to wears mask when working closely with a student, 

transitioning, monitoring halls, when not able to social distance, etc. 

Restrooms 

 Restroom breaks will be one class at a time (elementary). 

 Proper handwashing will be emphasized. 

 HS will have some flexibility on passing time to ensure proper handwashing and distancing can 

occur.  

 

Visitors and Parents 

 Guests may or may not be allowed into the building depending on the situation.   

 Visitors and parents will only be allowed in the office if necessary. 

 A log of all visitors and parents who enter the building will be maintained. 

 

Student and Staff Health  

 Students and employees exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 without other obvious 
explanations should not come to school, and if they do come to school, they will be sent 
home immediately. Criteria for returning will be based on CDC guidelines. 

 The District has testing materials available for all students and staff and these tests can 
be administered by our nurse to determine the presence of the virus. 

 Nurse Angela will be in the District three days a week and at Laredo two days a week. Being 
easily accessible we will rely on her knowledge and skills in guiding our health decisions. 

 Symptoms include: 

 A fever - a temperature of 100 degrees or higher 

 Cough 

 Shortness of breath/difficulty breathing 

 Chills 

 Muscle pain 

 Headache 

 Sore throat 

 New loss of taste or smell 

 Nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea  



 Temperature checks and screening will be completed for students/staff on a daily basis when they 

enter the building.  

 A student must be fever-free, without medication, for 48 hours before returning to school, 

or can return with a doctor’s note. 

 Siblings and other household members of a student or staff who exhibit the above symptoms may 

also be excluded from school.  

 A separate space will be available to assess students or staff members who may be exhibiting 

symptoms of a communicable disease.  Only essential staff will be allowed to enter the room and 

must wear a mask. 

 Contact the parent and determine if the child has been in an area where they may have been 

exposed to Covid.  

 The school will encourage a family to get Covid testing, but will not require it.  

 Requirements for students that have been exposed or potentially exposed will be evaluated on a 

case-by-case basis.  The local health department and CDC guidelines will help guide each 

scenario presented and administration will make a determination for next steps. 

 If there is a positive case, families will be notified that a person has tested positive for Covid in 

the building and encourage cooperation with the school and the local health department to 

conduct trace contacting with the individual.  The individual who tested positive will not be 

identified in communications to the school community at large but may need to be selectively 

identified for contact tracing by the health department.  

 Staff members will be provided time off work without penalty to receive the Covid-19 

vaccination. This will include travel time to and from vaccination site. If the staff member 

reacts in an adverse manner, one additional day of leave will be provided for this individual. 

 The nurse and counselor will coordinate activities relative to the mental health issues of students 

and staff. 

 The counselor will provide group sessions with students to discuss the effects of Covid 19 on 

their lives and help them develop coping mechanisms for their problems. 

 The nurse will also provide instruction the class wide basis for students to assist with concerns 

dealing with the Covid 19 virus.  

 

General Information. 

 

Masks 

 Masks will be a mandatory requirement for students or staff members only in certain situations. 

These situations are riding the bus, HS when in the hallway, or when social distancing isn’t 

possible. 

 Masks are not required in the elementary unless requested. 

 Should a child become sick at school and show signs of Covid-19 symptoms a child would be 

asked to wear a mask in a transition room until arrangements can be made to pick the child up. 

 

Hand Sanitizer- 

 The school will provide dispensers of hand sanitizer throughout the district.  Students will utilize 

the hand sanitizer several times a day to help limit the spread of Covid-19. 

 Students will also be taught proper hand washing procedures and will be provided with 

opportunities to wash their hands frequently. 

 Students will be required to put on sanitizer when they get on the bus. 

 



Temperature Checks- 

 The district will conduct daily temperature checks of students when they enter the building. There 

will also be random checks throughout the day. 

 Parents are asked to keep their children home if they are showing signs of illness. 

 Parents are also asked not to give their children doses of medication designed to drive down a 

temperature for the purpose of sending their child to the school. 

 Students who have a temperature at school of 100 degrees or more will be required to wear a 

mask until they have left the school with a parent/guardian. 

 

Social Distancing  

 Social Distancing is hard for school aged children and it takes time to teach the concept. 

 Doctors encourage people to keep their distance as much as possible and wear a mask if they 

could not. 

 Classrooms will be set up with as much social distance between desks as possible. 

 Students will be asked to wipe down their desktop with disinfecting materials at the end of each 

hour. 

 The district will work to keep students 6 feet apart, but there will be times when that is not 

possible 

.   

 

 

 

General  

 Refillable clear water bottles are required.  Bottle fill stations are in each building and drinking 

fountains will be closed. 

 Social distancing practiced at all times while moving throughout the building and waiting in line.  

 Maintenance will sanitize door handles and commonly touched items before student arrival each 

day.  Maintenance will thoroughly clean all areas after school. 

 Staff will clean their areas of use multiple times a day (door handles, student desks, etc.).  Rooms 

will have disinfectant spray, towels, and or wipes.   

 Any shared materials will be cleaned after each use. 

 In the event a person diagnosed with COVID-19 is determined to have been in the building and 

poses a risk to the community, the school will follow established procedures and coordinate 

efforts with local health department.  

 We will notify local health officials, staff, and families immediately of any positive case of 

COVID-19 while maintaining confidentiality as required by law.  The Grundy County Health 

Department is responsible for contact tracing.  

 While the school is closed, all school activities will be canceled or rescheduled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Continuation of Services 

 Each middle (6-8) and high school (9-12) student will have their own Chromebook. This will 

allow teachers to continue with the normal schedule for the school day. 

 Students will use either Google Meet or Google Hangout as their primary contact method with 

each teacher. Regular schedule will be followed during the day. 

 Students who do not have internet access with be allowed to checkout hotspots from Verizon 

which the District has contracted with for communication.  

 All assignments will be returned to the teacher electronically as completed or collectively when 

the students return to school. 

 Elementary students will have predesigned packets that teachers will update on a weekly basis 

which will be sent home.  

 Teachers will then use Google Meet to conduct hourly group discussions with students to support 

their packets. 

 Students who do not have computer access will checkout a Chromebook and/or hotspot to be 

used at home. 

 


